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New generation of 
entrepreneurs & creative professionals 

emerging in our cities



challenges faced by cities & urbanities



Urban innovation ecosystem encourages
open collaboration between local artists and creative industries 

(comprising cultural, design, media, arts and other sectors) 

with universities, local authorities and ICT companies 
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European Partnership
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The Creative Ring is 
a pan European network of local creative ecosystems, 

i.e. formal and informal innovative communities 

of creative entrepreneurs, innovators and other stakeholders, 
with the ambition to enrich and revitalize our cities. 
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need for connection: online & offline





The Creative Ring offers a platform 
enabling networking, research, collaboration & knowledge exchange 

focusing on cross sector, multi-disciplinary partnerships 

& digital transformation 



Share best practices for building vibrant creative ecosystems 
generating economical as well as societal impact



Build bridges between creative communities to connect creativity 
with research, innovation and experimentation



Urban creative communities  
Informal innovative communities

Develop novel approaches & use new technologies 
to address urban challenges



Urban creative communities  
Informal innovative communities

@Artomatixltd

Incubate & accelerate Creative Entrepreneurs



@protopx

Deploy technology to enable co-creation & experimentation





CreatiFI Finalists



Creative Ring Challenge Finalists



The Creative Ring was launched at Smart City Expo, 
a global initiative born in Europe

The Creative Ring is incubated by imec, 
Flanders Research & Innovation institute 

& made possible by individuals 



Steering Committee

Annemie De Tremerie -
City of Ghent

Koen Snoeck
Baltan Laboratories - Eindhoven

Adrienne Heijnen
University Aarhus

Alain Heureux
Brussels Creative

Ingrid Willems
Entrepreneur in Residence



Interested? Get involved! 

Exchange with EU counterparts
Check available innovations
Tap into open services platform

Contribute to our master classes
Get involved in cross-country research & innovation
Integrate CCI in your research & publications

Energise & revitalise your city
Involve creative entrepreneurs in 
your Smart City strategy
Exchange with other creative Cities

Tap into a  pool of creative professionals
Embrace creative & entrepreneurial collision

Connect to innovation partners

Exchange with EU counterparts
Tap into resources & expertise 
Contribute to creative projects

Offer you product & services to cities



Energise & revitalise our cities
Simon Delaere
simon.delaere@vub.ac.be

Creative Ring coordinator: Ingrid Willems -info@creativering.eu


